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There is little enthusiasm for khadi among women in Surat.
They attended the meetings in large numbers but, I noticed, in
saris of foreign material. With all that, the work they have done
in the Surat District is quite considerable. At present, it seems to
me, the competition is between Surat and Kheda. Nevertheless,
I feel that Surat is still not strong enough to start civil disobedience.
Not all the [Congress] workers of Surat have yet become proficient
in carding, spinning and weaving. The city still does not have
thousands of men who feel confident that, in the event of their
imprisonment, their families will be able to maintain themselves
without support from public funds by carding, weaving, etc.
But I do believe that Surat can be ready in this manner
within a month. People there have come to appreciate the real
value of swadeshi, only it has to be put on a firmer footing. For
that, I think it is necessary that the workers in the District devote
their energies exclusively to this work. Spinning and weaving
should be given the first place in the existing schools. Teachers
too should take up this work. There should be many, not just one,
who can identify the varieties of yarn, its count, staple, etc. Till
we are permeated through and through with the spirit of khadi,
till our women have fallen in love with it, we shall not be fit for
swaraj, for, till then, we shall not be in possession of the means of
banishing hunger from the land and shall not, in consequence, be
well-equipped for the service of the poor. Till we are, we lack
the qualification to start civil disobedience.
I was asked in Surat what was to be done if people would
not increase the use of khadi still further and take greater interest
in spinning and weaving. The answer is simple. Do those of
us who ask this question themselves spin and weave? If there is
nothing further to be gained from trying to persuade others, why
should we not utilize every moment of our time in making a science
of carding, spinning and weaving and acquiring the highest profi-
ciency in them? Should we not believe that by attaining perfec-
tion ourselves we shall be teaching perfection to others ? A creeper
needs a hedge against which to grow. There is no point in com-
plaining that swadeshi is making no progress or that people take
no interest in it. We do not have even 100 workers in every
district who are experts in carding, weaving and spinning. With
those hundred, we can train 1,00,000 more. But what can we do
if we have none? I would> therefore, advise workers of the Surat
District to attain and help others to attain perfection in swadeshi,
fhey can certainly do this ro*ch, if not more, in this month.
Swadeshi then will automatically spread everywhere. If with all